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This report has been prepared as an educational and public relations exercise and has not been designed as an 

advisory tool for business and we take no responsibility for those who use it for these purposes.  The sampling errors 

for smaller Labour Force regions are large and the raw figures used cannot be easily adjusted for seasonal trends. 

There is also the statistical significance of the profiles to be considered. We repeat, caution is urged in any 

interpretation of these statistics.  
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Summary of Results 

 
Our latest pre Budget profile on unemployment to March 2011shows that about half of last year’s school leavers, who would normally be 

chasing jobs in February 2011, were sufficiently concerned at missing out on a job that they had hit the employment market the previous October 

and November.  

 

But the full seasonal downward adjustment of about 0.6 percent in February was applied to these school leavers who had found jobs four months 

earlier, and hence the current seasonal figures look somewhat rosier than they really are, especially for low to middle income earners.  

 

Motivating these low to middle income earners is the fact that unemployment for these families is now just under 6 percent, about what it was 

during the worst of the recent downturn in early 2009.  

 

Middle income families in particular have been squeezed over the past three and a half years, with their unemployment rising from 4.4 percent in 

November 2007 to 5.8 percent in March, wiping out the advantages middle class families normally get from a better education and more secure 

job.  

 

When we look at the unemployment profiles across the country since November 2007, we can see that high growth unemployment regions have 

been those dominated by the Kiwi born, the highly mobile, renters, full time male workers, hospitality workers, middle income earners and the 

evangelical religious groups.  

 

Politically for the Government, these regions tend to be found in semi-rural marginal seats, mainly in West Australia and Queensland, where 

unemployment is now running at three to four percent higher than it was under John Howard. These marginal seats include: Fisher, Hasluck, 

Longman, Canning, Casey, Brand, Dawson, Forde, Blair and Corangamite.  

 

The longer term big winners in the inner cities from the Labor Government since 2007 have been the Green-voting ALP professionals and well 

paid public servants who have directly benefited from the stimulus surge in public sector spending. We’re looking here at seats like Melbourne, 

Melbourne Ports, Sydney, Fraser, Canberra and Grayndler.  

 

Outside the cities, the biggest long term improvements in unemployment have come in regions dominated by Grey Nomads, Aboriginals and the 

new blue collar elite in Utilities, an industry which has also more than doubled its Average Weekly Earnings since 1994. This largely explains 
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why our power bills have also doubled over the same period and why there’s so much consumer hostility to a carbon tax. These regional seats 

include Lingiari, Cunningham and Parkes.   

 

Over the past 12 months, when we benchmark March 2011 over March 2010, we see unemployment increases have been dominated by big 

mainstream Labor groups like men working in manufacturing and young single mums, along with key swinging voter groups like third quartile 

income earners, home buyers, car commuters, female sales workers and all those evangelical groups voting for Kevin Rudd in 2007.  

 

This decline in the employment prospects of home buyers would explain the recent fall in house prices.  

 

Groups dominating those regions where unemployment has fallen include managers, self-employed, miners and workers in IT. This picture is 

consistent with reports from employment recruitment firms.  
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Stereotypes 
 

We present here the simple correlation between our database, shown at the left of the following tables in summary form, and the figures for 

unemployment by region.  We feature in these tables the profile of those demographic groups clustered in Labour Force regions with high levels 

of unemployment and unemployment growth. Also included are National Means for each variable.  

 

The correlations have been ranked to show those which are normally significant to 95 percent or more. In other words, there’s a five percent 

probability the correlations in the table are due to chance.  The higher the correlation, plus or minus, the lower the probability it is due to chance.  

 

We can really only say that a high positive correlation means that the group in question live in regions of high unemployment or unemployment 

growth – they aren’t unemployed because they are in a specific group.   

 

We note that a poor unemployment profile (a large positive correlation between a demographic variable and unemployment) can co-exist with a 

rising total number of jobs, in industries such as manufacturing, where a high jobless profile restrains wages and maintains jobs, which are 

protected by family transfer payments, industry support and defence spending.  In other industries, such as professional consulting, with minimal 

protection and fee for service contracts, demand directly influences the unemployment profiles and these profiles are inversely linked to real jobs 

growth.  
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Table 1.  

 

Column four - Unemployment March 2011 minus November 2007 

- shows the demographic variables concentrated in Labour Force 

Regions where unemployment has increased since the election of 

the Labor Government.  

 

We see Kiwis hunting a better job outside New Zealand and PNG 

residents on the same quest.  

 

There’s highly mobile renters, chasing work and some of the 

rural/outer urban evangelicals who strongly supported Kevin Rudd 

in 2007, but swung against Julia Gillard.  

 

Further down the list is the big group of full time male workers 

and females working in Real Estate, Construction and Transport.  

 

There’s also a lot of middle income earners and some Japanese 

speaking casualties of the downturn in tourism from that country.   

 

 

Code

Unem Nov 

07 

Unem 

Mar 2011

Unem 

Mar 2011 

minus 

Nov 07

Aust 

Means 

(RHS)

New Zealand -0.36 0.11 0.47 1.95

fNew Zealand -0.34 0.11 0.45 1.92

Moved past five years -0.45 -0.03 0.42 39.73

Papua N G -0.21 0.17 0.38 0.11

Mormons -0.05 0.33 0.37 1.34

Moved past year -0.42 -0.05 0.37 15.98

fPapua N G -0.19 0.18 0.37 0.14

Rented Private -0.31 0.06 0.37 6.91

fReal Estate -0.39 -0.05 0.34 1.78

fJehovahs Wit -0.03 0.30 0.33 0.43

Employed full time -0.38 -0.05 0.33 47.95

fosFood, Hospitality & Personal 0.07 0.38 0.32 3.47

fConstruction -0.17 0.13 0.31 2.18

Japanese -0.38 -0.09 0.30 0.15

p20-24 De Facto -0.08 0.22 0.29 1.23

$800-999 -0.02 0.26 0.29 9.22

F$400-599 0.17 0.46 0.28 15.00

F$600-799 -0.29 -0.02 0.28 9.42

fJapanese -0.38 -0.11 0.27 0.21

$600-799 0.17 0.44 0.27 11.69

fTransport -0.01 0.26 0.27 2.31

Real Estate -0.45 -0.18 0.27 1.50

fJapan -0.40 -0.14 0.26 0.21

Hours worked NS 0.20 0.45 0.25 1.93

Japan -0.41 -0.16 0.25 0.11

fMormons 0.13 0.37 0.25 0.25

Pentecostal 0.12 0.37 0.24 0.94

fPentecostal 0.14 0.38 0.24 1.08

Fam $1200-1399 0.22 0.45 0.23 6.95
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Table 2.  

 
Column four shows unemployment decline across regional 

demographics since November 2007.  

 

It’s a curious mix of inner urban graduates working in 

education and health who would be voting Green or Labor.  

 

Then we see workers in Utilities, which is the new elite group 

of blue collar workers, with the strongest growth in wages of 

any industry since 1994. This explains why our power bills 

have doubled over the same period and why there is such a 

resistance to a carbon tax, which threatens to increase power 

bills even more.  

 

We see the unemployed and those not in the workforce, who 

have clearly been gaining the full time jobs lost by men since 

November 2007, shown in the table above.  

 

Also we see grey nomads and Aboriginals, overlapping grade 

8 and grade 9 graduates and the low family income groups.  

 

Many of the above were Labor voters in 2007, and we note 

this group also appears towards the bottom of the list. 

Governments tend to look after their own.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code

Unem Nov 

07 

Unem 

Mar 2011

Unem 

Mar 2011 

minus 

Nov 07

Aust 

Means 

(RHS)

$1-149 0.47 0.12 -0.34 4.74

fUtilities 0.21 -0.12 -0.34 0.44

Unemployed 0.66 0.34 -0.32 3.43

fYear 9 0.61 0.29 -0.32 6.93

Utilities 0.33 0.05 -0.28 1.40

Not in labour force 0.48 0.19 -0.28 26.69

Aust Ab Trad 0.10 -0.18 -0.28 0.06

fosEducation 0.26 -0.02 -0.28 3.57

fAust Ab Trad 0.08 -0.19 -0.27 0.05

fHealth & social assist 0.31 0.06 -0.25 17.89

Health & social assist -0.08 -0.33 -0.25 4.23

$150-249 0.52 0.28 -0.25 12.25

f70-74 no kids 0.11 -0.13 -0.24 0.34

Education -0.18 -0.42 -0.24 4.25

Year 9 0.55 0.32 -0.23 7.43

fSri Lanka 0.10 -0.13 -0.22 0.27

Sri Lanka 0.10 -0.12 -0.22 0.27

fYear 8 0.41 0.19 -0.22 7.47

Malta 0.24 0.03 -0.22 0.20

Sinhalese 0.11 -0.11 -0.21 0.12

fGraduate Diploma -0.22 -0.44 -0.21 3.44

Rented Coop 0.08 -0.13 -0.21 1.19

Fam $150-249 0.44 0.24 -0.21 1.11

F$150-249 0.55 0.34 -0.21 16.58

Maltese 0.24 0.04 -0.21 0.15

ALP2007Vote_mean 0.29 0.09 -0.21 50.7

fUnemployed 0.61 0.40 -0.21 2.82

fNot in labour force 0.49 0.30 -0.20 39.09
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State

2010 Federal 

Seats

ALP 2PP 

2010

ALP 2PP 

07-10 

Swing

Census 06 

Unem 

Males plus 

Females/2

Pred 

Unem Aug 

2010 mean

Pred 

Unem Nov 

2010 mean

Pred 

Unem Feb 

2011 mean

Unem Feb11 

minus 2006 

Census

NSW Blaxland 62.74 -3.96 4.8 10.3 10.1 8.9 4.1

VIC Calwell 69.76 0.43 4.1 8.0 8.8 8.2 4.1

VIC Flinders 41.33 -0.42 2.5 5.3 6.2 6.4 3.9

QLD McPherson 39.98 -1.42 3.0 5.0 6.3 6.9 3.9

NSW Watson 59.54 -8.86 4.4 9.2 9.1 8.2 3.8

QLD Moncrieff 32.54 -3.66 3.0 4.8 6.4 6.8 3.8

QLD Fisher 46.45 0.05 3.0 5.2 6.1 6.6 3.5

WA Cowan 43.30 -5.50 2.1 5.0 5.2 5.6 3.5

QLD Fadden 35.74 -3.36 3.2 4.8 6.0 6.7 3.5

WA Forrest 41.37 -3.23 2.4 4.8 5.3 5.7 3.4

WA Hasluck 49.53 -1.47 2.2 5.3 5.2 5.6 3.3

VIC Scullin 72.94 2.09 3.5 5.6 6.6 6.8 3.3

VIC Holt 63.89 2.26 3.8 6.2 6.8 7.1 3.3

QLD Longman 47.80 -3.90 3.2 5.6 6.0 6.5 3.3

WA Canning 48.32 2.62 2.4 4.8 5.1 5.6 3.2

QLD Bowman 39.48 -10.52 2.6 4.6 5.2 5.8 3.2

VIC Casey 46.26 2.19 2.6 4.5 5.2 5.8 3.2

WA Brand 53.68 -2.42 2.8 4.7 5.2 5.9 3.2

QLD Dawson 47.84 -4.56 2.5 4.6 5.2 5.6 3.1

QLD Forde 48.45 -4.95 3.4 5.2 5.9 6.5 3.1

QLD Groom 32.05 -9.73 2.7 5.4 5.5 5.8 3.1

QLD Blair 54.14 -3.26 3.0 5.7 5.8 6.0 3.0

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 3 at left shows the 2010 

seats where unemployment has 

grown the most since the 2006 

Census.  

 

They tend to be semi-rural 

marginal seats in WA and 

Queensland (yellow highlight).   

 

Table 4, below, shows the 

2010 seats where 

unemployment growth has 

been the lowest since the 2006 

Census.  

 

We are looking here at seats 

which reflect the demographics 

in Table 2, in that there are 

regional and rural seats with 

strong Aboriginal and older 

rural workers with grade 8 and 

9 education, such as Lingiari 

and the rich, professional inner 

city seats like Melbourne, won 

by the Greens from Labor in 

2010. 

 

What we don’t see are seats 

dominated by low to middle 

income working families.   
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State 2010 Federal Seats

ALP 2PP 

2010

ALP 2PP 

07-10 

Swing

Census 06 

Unem 

Males plus 

Females/2

Pred Unem 

Aug 2010 

mean

Pred Unem 

Nov 2010 

mean

Pred Unem 

Feb 2011 

mean

Unem Feb11 

minus 2006 

Census

NT Lingiari 54.42 -6.74 3.3 4.1 3.0 2.7 -0.6

VIC Melbourne 70.60 -1.67 4.0 3.2 3.7 3.8 -0.3

VIC Melbourne Ports 58.63 1.48 2.9 3.0 2.6 3.1 0.2

NSW Sydney 68.38 -0.92 3.0 2.9 3.1 3.4 0.4

ACT Fraser 63.93 -1.14 2.5 3.4 2.8 3.1 0.6

NSW North Sydney 35.92 -8.98 2.0 2.1 2.2 2.7 0.7

ACT Canberra 59.46 -2.36 2.4 2.9 2.8 3.1 0.7

NSW Cunningham 63.26 -3.74 3.9 4.5 4.1 4.7 0.7

NSW Grayndler 71.13 -3.67 3.1 4.4 3.8 3.9 0.8

VIC Gellibrand 74.48 3.02 4.1 5.9 5.0 5.1 0.9

NSW Parkes 31.90 -4.30 3.7 5.8 4.5 4.6 1.0

WA Durack 36.08 -6.92 2.4 3.6 3.1 3.3 1.0

NSW Wentworth 34.62 -11.53 2.0 2.3 2.6 3.0 1.0

VIC Chisholm 56.53 -0.85 3.4 4.3 3.9 4.4 1.0

NSW Cowper 41.02 -7.75 5.5 6.8 6.5 6.6 1.0

NSW Warringah 36.62 -4.58 1.8 2.2 2.1 2.8 1.0

VIC Kooyong 41.50 1.03 2.5 2.7 3.1 3.5 1.1

VIC Higgins 43.22 0.26 2.6 2.7 3.3 3.7 1.1

NSW Bradfield 31.75 -3.95 2.2 2.1 2.9 3.3 1.2

NSW Bennelong 46.52 -4.88 2.7 4.1 3.3 3.9 1.2

SA Adelaide 57.97 -0.56 3.2 4.7 4.2 4.4 1.2

NSW Newcastle 63.02 -2.89 4.3 5.2 5.2 5.6 1.2

NSW Lyne 40.34 -1.08 4.9 6.3 6.0 6.3 1.3
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Code

Unem 

Mar 

2010

Unem 

Mar 

2011

Mar 2011 

minus Mar 

2010

Aust 

Means 

(RHS)

Pentecostal 0.07 0.45 0.38 0.94

Manufacturing 0.05 0.42 0.37 13.73

fPentecostal 0.08 0.42 0.34 1.08

$600-799 0.09 0.41 0.33 11.69

fosFood, Hospitality & Personal 0.03 0.34 0.31 3.47

F$400-599 0.15 0.45 0.30 15.00

Fam $1400-1699 -0.20 0.08 0.28 7.81

f15-19 -0.09 0.19 0.28 6.33

Mort $1200-1399 -0.14 0.13 0.27 9.58

f15-19 no kids -0.07 0.20 0.27 6.85

fManufacturing 0.03 0.30 0.27 5.67

10-14 0.03 0.29 0.26 6.86

Netherlands -0.17 0.09 0.26 0.42

$800-999 -0.03 0.23 0.26 9.22

15-19 -0.09 0.16 0.25 6.78

fMormons 0.13 0.38 0.25 0.25

Being Purchased -0.10 0.15 0.25 32.61

Jehovahs Wit 0.08 0.33 0.25 0.23

Mort $950-1199 0.06 0.31 0.25 12.44

Christ nfd -0.14 0.11 0.25 1.46

Fam $1000-1199 0.19 0.44 0.24 11.60

f30-34 two kids 0.17 0.42 0.24 2.14

Car as driver 0.07 0.31 0.24 57.13

fSales 0.15 0.39 0.24 12.65

fJehovahs Wit 0.10 0.34 0.24 0.43

f35-39 two kids -0.02 0.21 0.23 3.05

Single Parent kids under 15 0.22 0.44 0.23 8.67

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table  5 shows in column four (fourth from the left) those 

demographic groups in the community most likely to be living in 

areas of high unemployment growth in the 12 months to March 

2011.  

 

We see unemployment increases have been dominated by big 

mainstream Labor groups like men working in manufacturing and 

young single mums.  

 

There are also key swinging voter groups like third quartile 

income earners, home buyers, car commuters, female sales 

workers and all those evangelical groups voting for Kevin Rudd in 

2007.  

 

When you see this table it is no wonder house prices and Labor’s 

federal vote are heading south, especially in Queensland.  
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Table 6. Shows in column four those demographic groups in 

the community most likely to living in areas of 

unemployment decline in the 12 months to March 2011. 

 

Groups dominating those regions where unemployment has 

fallen include managers, self-employed, miners and workers 

in IT. 

 

There are no surprises here for employment recruitment 

firms.  

 

One interesting group is the older, well off, first time 

Whitlam-voting boomers, now transitioning to retirement 

with high incomes from investments or a family company or 

trust, with a bucket of money in super.  

 

They dominate the one in ten families where the census form 

contains income records from only one partner, normally on a 

salary.  

 

The other income earner pays the family accountant about 

$5000 to figure out what they earn and this takes nine 

months. On census night the Bureau of Statistics has no 

chance of finding it out for free from mum or dad, so this 

figure is left blank.  

 

This group is called FamInc_Part_Inc in the table at left and it 

dominated the small net swing back to Labor at the recent 

NSW State election.  

 

The group switched their vote from Liberal to Green One, 

Labor Two.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Code

Unem 

Mar 

2010

Unem 

Mar 

2011

Mar 2011 

minus Mar 

2010

Aust 

Means 

(RHS)

f70-74 no kids 0.16 -0.14 -0.30 0.34

40-44 0.35 0.07 -0.28 7.31

Mining 0.26 -0.01 -0.27 1.89

f50-54 one kid 0.08 -0.16 -0.24 0.87

fManagers 0.13 -0.09 -0.21 11.13

Commute Other 0.32 0.11 -0.21 0.77

f80-84 one kid 0.20 -0.02 -0.21 0.27

fNot Stated 0.17 -0.04 -0.20 9.66

NS_Inc 0.06 -0.14 -0.20 9.52

FamInc_Part_Inc 0.09 -0.11 -0.20 10.36

fosfInformation Technology 0.01 -0.20 -0.20 1.39

fMining 0.02 -0.18 -0.20 0.44

Not Stated 0.49 0.29 -0.20 3.72

Not Stated 0.51 0.31 -0.20 2.98

fArts & recreaction 0.04 -0.15 -0.19 1.43

f45-49 no kids -0.04 -0.22 -0.19 1.28

fTamil 0.00 -0.19 -0.18 0.13

Single Person Home 0.08 -0.11 -0.18 24.63

Not Stated 0.08 -0.11 -0.18 10.30

F_NS_Inc 0.07 -0.11 -0.18 8.59

fGerman 0.21 0.03 -0.18 0.41

fNS 0.01 -0.16 -0.18 6.38

Tamil 0.01 -0.16 -0.17 0.14

India -0.02 -0.19 -0.17 0.74

Rent $0-49 0.25 0.08 -0.17 9.46

Birth Not Stated 0.01 -0.16 -0.17 7.52

China -0.03 -0.20 -0.17 0.84
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Correlation charts 
Correlation charts should be read the same way as the worm debating chart – the zero line is neutral and the score heightens as the correlation 

increases its distance above or below the zero line. Correlations above the line indicate a positive relationship and correlations below the line 

show a negative relationship. The significance levels vary according to the number of pairs and we would advise the reader not to get too excited 

about any correlations below plus or minus 0.23.  

Similarly, the reader should be cautious about high correlations from variables with a very low mean, from the more esoteric religions, or 

unusual countries of birth or languages spoken at home. This is an arbitrary call, but, if it’s less than about half of one percent of the population, 

it’s usually pretty meaningless. In summary, we are looking in the charts for longer vertical bars or trend lines, above or below 0.23, 

consistent patterns across each chart and big population numbers.  The corresponding national means for each variable are shown on the 

right hand axis.  

 

The descriptive information for each chart will tend to be found in the explanatory boxes within the charts themselves, with the important ones 

highlighted in colour.  

 

If the stereotype tables are snapshots, the following charts can be seen as small pictures, which can then be combined to make up a fine-grained 

demographic portrait or collage of unemployed Australians. We emphasize that we’re looking here at what happened to the actual jobless 

figures, in terms of who lives in areas where unemployment is growing or declining, we’re not looking survey results from an opinion poll, so 

causality can only be inferred.  

 

We should also bear in mind that there’s a large element of sampling error in these ABS Labour Force stats when they are broken down 

into smaller regional units and this error is magnified by profiling.  So caution is advised and any findings of interest should be 

confirmed wherever possible by cross references to other data.   
 

We’ve done this where time has permitted and we think the material is sufficiently useful and timely to warrant the effort.  There’s certainly an 

interesting story trying to get out from under the bland aggregates of any national data set and the Labour Force figures are no exception.  
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Labour Force Regions Mar-2010 Mar-2011

Mar 2011 

minus Mar 

2010 Labour Force Regions

Unem 

March 2010

Unem 

March 2011

Unem March 

2011 minus 

March 2010

Far North Qld 12.4 10.6 -1.8 Ipsw ich City 5.4 8.4 2.9

Ipsw ich City 5.4 8.4 2.9 Murray-Murrumbidgee 4.7 7.3 2.6

Southern Tas 9.2 8.2 -1.0 Low er Western WA 4.7 7.0 2.3

Gold Coast South SRS 7.0 8.1 1.1 Central Northern Sydney 2.7 5.0 2.2

Central Highlands-Wimmera 8.7 7.9 -0.8 South East Perth 4.7 6.3 1.6

Canterbury-Bankstow n 8.7 7.6 -1.1 Goulburn-Ovens-Murray 4.3 5.8 1.5

Northern Adelaide 7.9 7.6 -0.3 Outer South Western Sydney 3.7 5.2 1.5

Mersey-Lyell SRS Tas 8.1 7.5 -0.5 Northern and Western SA 5.2 6.6 1.4

Murray-Murrumbidgee 4.7 7.3 2.6 Brisbane City Outer Ring 4.6 5.9 1.4

South and East Brisbane 8.2 7.2 -1.0 Hunter excluding New castle 2.7 4.0 1.3

Low er Western WA 4.7 7.0 2.3 Northern, North Western and Central West 5.4 6.6 1.2

Gold Coast North SRS 6.4 6.8 0.3 Gold Coast South SRS 7.0 8.1 1.1

Fairf ield-Liverpool 7.2 6.7 -0.5 Mornington Peninsula 4.0 5.0 1.1

Northern-North West Qld 5.9 6.7 0.8 Eastern Suburbs Sydney 2.8 3.7 0.9

Northern and Western SA 5.2 6.6 1.4 Illaw arra excluding Wollongong 5.5 6.4 0.9

Northern, North Western and Central West 5.4 6.6 1.2 Barw on-Western District 5.6 6.4 0.8

Richmond-Tw eed and  Mid-North Coast 7.2 6.6 -0.6 Mackay-Fitzroy-Central West 5.7 6.5 0.8

Far West NSW 20.6 6.6 -14.0 Northern-North West Qld 5.9 6.7 0.8

Mackay-Fitzroy-Central West 5.7 6.5 0.8 Southern and Eastern SA 4.2 4.9 0.7

Barw on-Western District 5.6 6.4 0.8 Greater Hobart 3.8 4.5 0.7

North Western Melbourne 9.5 6.4 -3.1 Darling Dow ns-South West 4.7 5.3 0.6

Illaw arra excluding Wollongong 5.5 6.4 0.9 Eastern Adelaide 4.6 5.1 0.5

South East Perth 4.7 6.3 1.6 Gold Coast North SRS 6.4 6.8 0.3

Gosford-Wyong 6.3 6.3 -0.0 Gosford-Wyong 6.3 6.3 -0.0

Wollongong SRS 6.9 6.2 -0.7 Inner Western Sydney 5.4 5.4 -0.1

Brisbane City Outer Ring 4.6 5.9 1.4 Inner Sydney 4.2 4.1 -0.1

North Western Sydney 7.0 5.8 -1.1 New castle SRS 5.5 5.4 -0.1

South Eastern Melbourne 7.1 5.8 -1.3 AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 3.5 3.2 -0.3

Goulburn-Ovens-Murray 4.3 5.8 1.5 Northern Adelaide 7.9 7.6 -0.3

Central Western Sydney 9.1 5.6 -3.4 Western Adelaide 5.5 5.1 -0.4

Inner Western Sydney 5.4 5.4 -0.1 Northern SRS Tas 5.5 5.1 -0.4

New castle SRS 5.5 5.4 -0.1 Low er Northern Sydney 3.9 3.5 -0.4

Darling Dow ns-South West 4.7 5.3 0.6 NORTHERN TERRITORY 3.5 3.0 -0.5
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Outer South Western Sydney 3.7 5.2 1.5 Fairf ield-Liverpool 7.2 6.7 -0.5

Eastern Adelaide 4.6 5.1 0.5 Mersey-Lyell SRS Tas 8.1 7.5 -0.5

Western Adelaide 5.5 5.1 -0.4 Inner Melbourne 4.3 3.7 -0.5

Northern SRS Tas 5.5 5.1 -0.4 North Brisbane Balance 5.2 4.7 -0.6

Mornington Peninsula 4.0 5.0 1.1 Richmond-Tw eed and  Mid-North Coast 7.2 6.6 -0.6

Outer Western Melbourne 5.8 5.0 -0.8 Brisbane City Inner Ring 4.4 3.8 -0.7

Central Northern Sydney 2.7 5.0 2.2 Wollongong SRS 6.9 6.2 -0.7

Southern Adelaide 6.0 4.9 -1.1 Southern Melbourne 5.1 4.3 -0.8

Southern and Eastern SA 4.2 4.9 0.7 North Perth 5.1 4.4 -0.8

East Perth 6.7 4.8 -1.9 Central Highlands-Wimmera 8.7 7.9 -0.8

Wide Bay-Burnett 5.7 4.7 -0.9 Outer Western Melbourne 5.8 5.0 -0.8

North Brisbane Balance 5.2 4.7 -0.6 Wide Bay-Burnett 5.7 4.7 -0.9

Greater Hobart 3.8 4.5 0.7 South and East Brisbane 8.2 7.2 -1.0

Sunshine Coast 6.5 4.5 -2.0 Southern Tas 9.2 8.2 -1.0

St George-Sutherland 6.3 4.4 -1.8 Canterbury-Bankstow n 8.7 7.6 -1.1

North Perth 5.1 4.4 -0.8 Southern Adelaide 6.0 4.9 -1.1

Southern Melbourne 5.1 4.3 -0.8 North Western Sydney 7.0 5.8 -1.1

Inner Sydney 4.2 4.1 -0.1 Outer Eastern Melbourne 4.8 3.5 -1.2

Balance WA 6.5 4.0 -2.5 South Eastern Melbourne 7.1 5.8 -1.3

Hunter excluding New castle 2.7 4.0 1.3 Central Perth 4.4 3.0 -1.4

Loddon-Mallee 6.7 4.0 -2.7 North Eastern Melbourne 5.1 3.6 -1.5

Inner Eastern Melbourne 5.9 3.9 -2.0 Far North Qld 12.4 10.6 -1.8

Brisbane City Inner Ring 4.4 3.8 -0.7 St George-Sutherland 6.3 4.4 -1.8

Inner Melbourne 4.3 3.7 -0.5 East Perth 6.7 4.8 -1.9

Eastern Suburbs Sydney 2.8 3.7 0.9 Inner Eastern Melbourne 5.9 3.9 -2.0

North Eastern Melbourne 5.1 3.6 -1.5 Sunshine Coast 6.5 4.5 -2.0

Outer Eastern Melbourne 4.8 3.5 -1.2 All Gippsland 5.7 3.5 -2.3

Low er Northern Sydney 3.9 3.5 -0.4 Balance WA 6.5 4.0 -2.5

Northern Beaches NSW 6.5 3.5 -3.0 Loddon-Mallee 6.7 4.0 -2.7

All Gippsland 5.7 3.5 -2.3 West Moreton 5.1 2.1 -2.9

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY 3.5 3.2 -0.3 Northern Beaches NSW 6.5 3.5 -3.0

Central Perth 4.4 3.0 -1.4 North Western Melbourne 9.5 6.4 -3.1

NORTHERN TERRITORY 3.5 3.0 -0.5 Central Western Sydney 9.1 5.6 -3.4

South West Perth 6.1 2.7 -3.5 South West Perth 6.1 2.7 -3.5

South Eastern NSW 6.6 2.3 -4.3 South Eastern NSW 6.6 2.3 -4.3

West Moreton 5.1 2.1 -2.9 Far West NSW 20.6 6.6 -14.0

 



©Copyright Australian Development Strategies 2011 23 

Table 7, above, shows Australia’s 69 Labour Force Regions ranked for unemployment in March 2011 on the left, and for unemployment growth 

in the 12 months to March 2011 on the right.  

 

The regions are colour coded by state, with Queensland for example, in maroon.  

 

We can see here that the fastest growing unemployment regions are concentrated in south east Queensland and in the mining and agricultural 

regions to the North and North West.  

 

 


